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Disposition of Claims 

4) IE Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E>3 Claim(s) 1-5 and 7-10 is/are rejected. 

7) £3 Claim(s) 6 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 04 December 2003 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3/10/04 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PT0L-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 103105 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,548 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2879 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kawase 
(US 2003/0122472). 

Regarding claim 1, Kawase discloses an anode terminal cover for covering an anode- 
electrode terminal of a display (see Fig. 7) comprising: 
an insulating body 203; and 

a conductive contact portion 401 disposed in part of the insulating body so as to be in 
contact with the display during the mounting of the anode-terminal cover on the display. 

Regarding claim 2, Kawase discloses the anode terminal cover being sucker-shaped (see 
Figs. 3A and 7), and the insulating body and the conductive contact portion being commonly 
made of an elastic material (see paragraph [0102]; and paragraph [0134], lines 1-2). 

Regarding claim 3, Kawase discloses the cover including an insulating body and a 
conductive contact. The Examiner notes that the method of forming said cover, i.e. by color 
injection molding, is not germane to the issue of patentability of the device itself. Accordingly, 
this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 
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Regarding claim 4, Kawase discloses the anode terminal being sucker-shaped (see Figs. 
3 A and 7), and the insulating body being made of an elastic material (see paragraph [0102]) 
while the conductive contact portion is formed of a flexible conductive film (see at least 
paragraph [0134], lines 1-2). 

Referring to claim 7, Kawase discloses a display comprising: 

an electron emission unit (see paragraph [0020]); 

an anode electrode, to which an electric potential for accelerating an electron emitted by 
the electron emission unit is applied; 

an anode-electrode terminal 104 for feeding the electric potential to the display; and 
an anode-terminal cover according to claim 1. 

Referring to claims 8-9, Kawase discloses the conductive portion 401 of the anode- 
terminal cover being defined to have a contact electric potential, said potential being ground, in a 
state that the conductive contact portion is in contact with the display (see Fig. 7). 

Referring to claim 10, Kawase discloses the conductive contact portion of the anode- 
terminal cover being in contact with an electrode provided in the display (see Fig. 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawase (US 
2003/0122472). 

Kawase discloses the claimed invention wherein the conductive contact portion is 
flexible, but is silent regarding said contact portion being made of a conductive paste. However, 
it has been held to be within the general skill of an artisan to select a known material on the basis 
of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
provide the flexible contact portion of Kawase made of a conductive paste, since the selection of 
known materials for a known purpose is within the skill of the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The references of the Prior Art of Record fail to teach or suggest the combination of the 

limitations as set forth in the claim, and specifically comprising the limitation of "the conductive 
contact portion being formed along the entire periphery of the internal surface of the anode- 
terminal cover". 
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Prior Art of Record 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Takahashi (US '255) and Kamiguchi (US *980) disclose an anode-terminal cover 
comprising an insulating material. JP 2000-195449 discloses a cover including a flexible 
conductive contact. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to German Colon whose telephone number is 571-272-2451. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday, from 8:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on 571-272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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